
ACU EASTERN  
 

MINUTES for the third Trials Committee call of ACU EASTERN 2020, held via MS Teams on  
Thursday 19th November 2020 commencing at 7.30 pm 

 
Present P Nash (Chairman), C Dopson (secretary), P Fenn, M Neale, D Cordle, A Barrell, R 
Snowden, J Newstead, A Foskew, E Hood 
 
Apologies from K Hood, N Ogden 
 

1. Chairman opened meeting and received apologies for absences as above. 
 
2. Minutes of the previous call on September 17th 2020 were discussed and 

approved. 
 

3. Matter arising from the minutes not specifically listed on this agenda, nothing 
raised. 

 
4. Feedback to and from Competition Committee since last meeting, notes from 

September Trials Committee call into 23rd September Comps call and October 
gazette. P Nash reported that the trials notes were read out no specific issues, no 
feedback from gazette notes from last trials call. 

 
5. Stewards 

a) A Foskew reported the next requirement for Stewards appointments was 
for Chelmsford on 28/2/21. 

b) Three steward’s reports were reviewed from 13/9/20, 27/9/20, 25/10/20, 
some discussion on feedback from A Foskew, reports to go to Comps 
Committee for information. 

c) P Fenn reported that the expected steward for the 1/11/20 trial had not 
arrived  

 
6. Covid-19 discussions to include any input to the Comps Committee call on 

November 25th, this is based on Trials RA 180920, there is still uncertainty on 
what will happen post 2nd December so detail is difficult to confirm. 

a) Calendar update, secretary to continue to keep updated 
i. Ipswich, 26/12/20 and 31/1/21 will not run 
ii. Braintree, 20/12/20 plan to run 
iii. Norwich Vikings, 6/12/20 will not run and 1/1/21 plan to run 
iv. Woodbridge, 27/12/20 plan to run  
v. Wymondham, 10/1/21 plan to run 
vi. Colchester, 7/2/21 cancelled 

b) Latest instructions from ACU (not in RA) require clubs to inform local 
authorities or police, 

c) Clubs are agreeing different rules with specific authorities, in particular 
with regard to spectators so riders need to read the final instructions in 
detail.  

d) Phil Armes has to identified the relevant contacts for all known ACUE trials 
venues and worked with ACU HQ to prepare suitable wording. 

 



 
7. 2020 ACUE Trials Championships, maximum possible rounds is now A=2, B=3, 

C=2, D=2, and therefore required minimum of 4 2020 rounds cannot be met. 
Decided that 2020 championships will be null and void, announcement to be 
made in December gazette notes 

 
8. 2021/22 ACUE Trials calendar was reviewed and agreed, including the following 

ACUE championship rounds A=5, B=5, C=6, D=3. E&S B MCC moved from 
5/9/21 to 4/9/21 and Braintree LDT added on 24/10/21. Since the call: 

a)  secretary has received suggested N&S Group trials championship rounds 
and this will be included with chance to confirm before printing. 

b) Chelmsford have offered 18/7/21 to run ACU Ladies and Girls British 
Championship round, not yet confirmed. 

c) Lowestoft club have communicated that they will not run any trials in 2021. 
This is the version of the calendar to go to Phil Armes for Comps 
Committee.  

 
9. ACU On line entry system, a note in the October gazette requested feedback on 

the suggestion to make all future ACUE championship trials to use the ACU 
Online Entry system. As no negative feedback was received before the deadline 
of 31/10/20 it was agreed that this should be implemented immediately when the 
covid-19 restrictions are removed. 

 
10. Clerk of Course and steward licence seminars cannot currently be organised in 

the normal way. Options are being explored to complete this remotely but if this is 
not possible then the option exists for licences to be extended by one year. After 
discussion it was agreed that if licence extension is the only option then it is 
requested that all ACUE Trials Clerks of Course and Steward licences that expire 
at the end of 2020 are requested to be extended by one year. 

 
11. Youth trials were discussed and there was feedback that, outside of specific 

youth trials e.g. N&S JMCC, some parents of younger youth riders were unaware 
of the route with the appropriate severity for their child. After discussion it was 
thought that Youth C should be targeting the white route and Youth D should be 
targeting the beginner’s route, where this is included is shown in the calendar in 
the ACUE handbook as (BR). A note to this effect to be included in the next 
gazette. 

 
12.  Pre 70 machine eligibility for ACUE championships has been an issue recently 

but at 25/10/20 trial the use of the online entry system allowed an accurate entry 
list to be reviewed before the day. E Hood reported this made the process much 
easier and it should continue for clubs to provide an entry list before the day.  

 



13. It was agreed the secretary would urgently prepare some notes from the call for 
review by this committee and forwarding to Phil Armes as input to the planned 
Comps Committee call on November 25th. Particular points relate to clarification 
of how the day licence process should work and why some MX events allow the 
club to retain all the money, the 14% increase in 2021 Trials insurance when the 
target was 5%. It was agreed to defer any further discussion on centre levies until 
future permit arrangements are better understood.  

 
14. It was agreed notes to be prepared for December ACUE gazette, in particular 

with regard to 2020 championships, 2021 Trials classes and requirements to use 
ACU Online entry system for all future ACUE championship trials.    

 
15. Under any other business  

a) 2020 has been completed with only virtual ACUE Trials Committee 
meetings, it was agreed this had worked well and would continue with the 
2021 ACUE Trials Forum being the next planned face to face meeting. 

b) Copdock show is scheduled for 5/9/21, P Fenn reported that the 
organisers were considering offering motorcycle clubs free pitches. E 
Hood pointed out his club paid a lot of money for theirs; P Fenn was 
requested to tell the organisers to contact the centre secretary. 

c) Committee secretary to monitor events and input into Comps Committee 
to propose a date for the next call.   

 
 
 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.25 pm.  


