
ACU EASTERN 
(AFILIATED TO THE Auto Cycle Union) 

 
Minutes of the 4th Meeting of the Board held Sunday 12th November 2017 at Stanway Village Hall in the 

presence of 
 
 

President  Mr A Penny 
    Chairman  Mr R G (Jack) Hearn 
    Vice Chairman  Mr A Foskew 
    Vice Chairman  Mr G Brace 

Hon Treasurer  Mr A Hay 
Centre Secretary Ms L Berwick 
 

C Ralph Woodbridge P Tomlin TOMCC 
A R Chaplin Sudbury/VP K Doherty ECMC 
J Read Woodbridge Y Smith ESSA 
P Nash Southend R Sayer Triangle 
J Nash Southend R Greengrass Lowestoft Invaders 
E Hood Triangle E Wass Braintree 
A Brace Chelmsford/VP A Kenny Harwich 
V Hearn Stowmarket K Weavers Halstead 
R Drane Braintree D Blyth Woodbridge 
J Blyth Woodbridge M Mellish VP 
P Armes Watton C Cook Braintree 
    

 
 

1. Mr Hearn opened the meeting and welcomed all present.  

Apologies were accepted from: Mr A Adams; P Sewter; G Garrod; A Waters; D Slaughter; Mrs M 
Armes. 

2.  The minutes of the previous meeting held on 19th July 2017 were proposed for approval by K Weavers 
2nd P Nash. 

3. Matters Arising:  

 There were no matters arising. 
 

4. Competitions Committee Report: 
Mr Armes reported on the 4th competitions committee minutes which had been circulated prior to the 
meeting. He reported that he had to call a court of inquiry following an altercation at a Youth Trial and 
briefly explained the outcome. He had tried to deal with the matter amicably, but this had proved 
unsuccessful. Following a conversation with Gary Thompson, Mr Armes had convened the inquiry as 
per the rule book. He had chaired the meeting and invited P Nash and C Ralph to make up the panel. 
Mr C Cook attended as an observer. 
 Decision of the Court of Inquiry: 
Mr Barrell’s licence had been suspended for 30 days immediately following the event and was then 
reinstated after that period. However, the licence will be permanently suspended should there be any 
further incidents within the next 12 months. Mr Barrell will no longer be appointed as Child Protection 
Officer at any future event held under an ACU permit. 
Mr Bland: Suspended from attending any event for a period of 6 months – suspended for 12 months 
providing that the NSC is not contravened. Mr Bland accepted this decision. 



Mr Greengrass commented that two of his members had witnessed the incident and said that they 
would not ride at Trials in future organised by the N&SJMCC Subsequently they have rescinded this as 
James Newstead and Patrick Kibble have taken over the organisation of the Youth trials and have 
made a great effort to improve things and are talking about running a Youth Championship. Mr Kenny 
commended Mr Armes on the way that this had been handled. J Hearn commented that he had not 
been involved as he had a connection with one of the persons involved. 
Mr Armes reminded those present that the dates meeting is to be held on Wednesday 15th November 
at Gt Blakenham. Mr Armes also reiterated Mrs Berwick’s request for others to come forward to serve 
on the competitions committee. It could be on a ‘come and see what goes on basis’ and maybe co-
option. 
Mr Armes sought adoption of the 4th minutes, 2nd P Nash – agreed by all present. 
 

5. Competition Committee Election: 
Mr Foskew withdrew his nomination as he will be an ex-officio member in his role as Vice Chairman. 
The two remaining nominees, P Armes and E Wass were unanimously approved and elected by those 
present. 

 
6. To select the recipient of the Bill Spurrell and Dick Williams Awards: 

Bill Spurrell – one nominee Steven Leek – Chief Marshal at Woodbridge – Mrs Berwick gave a brief 
resume of Mr Leek’s involvement – all present agreed that Mr Leek is a worthy recipient. 
Dick Williams – two nominees: Wilf Harvey and Jennifer and Dudley Ling. A private vote was taken and 
Mr Harvey will be the recipient. Both winners will be notified and invited to the Awards Evening. 
 

7. To confirm the appointment of the Rights of Way and Environment Officers.  
Both Mr R Drane and Mr E Wass accepted the appointments for one year. Mr Drane confirmed that he 
would attend the two meetings at Stanway and would liaise with Mrs Berwick for her to report on his 
behalf at the other two Board meetings. 

 
8. To receive a report from the Centre Treasurer:  

      Mr Hay produced a summary of income and expenditure which was circulated to all present. There 
were no  questions from the floor. 
 Mr Hay’s recommendations were as follows: 
  That the Centre Board notes the current levels of income and expenditure for 2017. 
 That the Centre Board considers, and if thought fit, approves payment on honoraria to the 2017 Centre 
Officers. 
 Proposed A Kenny 2nd K Weavers – agreed unanimously. 
 That the Centre Board approves the purchase of a digital time clock from the motocross account. Mrs 
Berwick and  Mr Ralph agreed to look after and transport the clock to all the motocross event. (Proposed K 
Weavers 2nd A  Foskew - agreed unanimously). 

Mr Hearn proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Hay for his continuing work as Treasurer. 
 

9. Land Fund changes – item removed as previously discussed on AGM agenda. 
 

10. To receive a report from Mrs V Hearn, National Management Council delegate 
 Mrs Hearn had attended the NMC Meeting on Saturday 11th November and reported that: 
 Board of Directors – R Hanks and I Murphy elected. 
 MX Sports Committee – J Blyth and T Lightfoot elected. 
 Trials and Enduro – 3 vacancies and 3 nominees so all elected. 
 Track Racing – S Brace elected – one other nominee who did not receive the required number of votes. 
 Mrs Hearn congratulated Mr Blyth on his re-election. 
 Mrs Hearn also thanked those clubs who had taken the time to advise of their preferences but she did 
point out  that the voting is transparent and that it will be reported in the minutes of the NMC of who voted 
for whom. 



 Insurance – discussions are ongoing but there is a possibility of an increase for next year. This will not 
be finalised  for another month. 
 ACU Eastern had put forward a proposal to Rugby that items could be purchased in bulk and then 
Clubs could  purchase at a lesser cost. This was deemed impractical due to storage and staffing. Rugby will 
be contacting clubs  to evaluate if there are things that would help that could be practically purchased and 
stored. 
 Clubs are to be asked to ensure all tape is removed after events as there have been animal deaths due 
to tape  being ingested. 
 There had been a discussion regarding the suitability of persons applying to go for Board of Directors 
and Sports  Committees. It had been suggested that the Board should be able to veto unsuitable applicants. 
It was felt by the  NMC that this was inappropriate. The outcome was that in the event of an unsuitable 
applicant, 5 Centres should  be invited to give their opinion to the Board of Directors prior to a decision being 
reached. 
 One event licences: Mrs Hearn reported that it had been stated that clubs have the right to charge a fee 
on top of  the day licence, if they so wished, as a day membership. D Blyth stated that she was of the 
opinion that purchasing  a day licencing meant that the rider was deemed a member of that club for the 
day. Mrs Hearn confirmed that is  correct. ACU Rugby would like day licences returned faster than at 
present. 
 Mrs Hearn reminded delegates that updates for the ACU Handbook 2018 are required. 
 Trials dates are still to be confirmed, this is imminent. 
 
 

11. To receive a report from the Gazette Editor and Treasurer: 
 Mr Kenny stated that he thought it had been a lovely gesture to have a photograph of Derek Clampin 
on the front  page of the latest Gazette- Mr Armes responded that it was Paul Sewter who found the picture 
and thanks should  be directed to him. 
 Mr Armes advised those present that due to the ease of communication via email, he could extend the 
closing  date for items to be included in the Gazette to the 15th of the month – provided that paperwork is 
filled in correctly.  Would still be happy to receive more photographs and club notes. Mr Armes reminded 
all present that clubs have  a facility to upload their own information by obtaining a password from Paul 
Sewter. 
 Mr Hearn commented that he had sent a full list of results from an enduro, but that only the 
championship class  had been printed. Mr Armes will investigate. Mr Hearn thanked Mr Armes for his hard 
work as Gazette editor. 
 Mr Greengrass gave his financial report for the period 1st July 2017 to 30th September 2017. Income 
was £1931.40,  expenditure £1707.04: Surplus for period £224.36. 
 Online Gazette costs have risen from £75 to £90 per month due to upgrade of software. 
 Barclays Current Account: £22,541.82 
 Barclays reward Account: £36,744.08 
 Interest could improve on reward account due to base rate increase. 
 Distribution remains steady although it is expected that some fluctuation will take place throughout the 
winter  months. 
 Mr Kenny commented that he was surprised at how well the Gazette was still doing but he 
acknowledged that he  expected that numbers would decline due to online use. Mr Kenny proposed 
thanks to both Mr Armes and Mr  Greengrass. 
 

12. Centre Website Report: Mr Sewter was not present but had provided a comprehensive report detailing 
usage of the website. Mrs Berwick proposed a vote of thanks to Mr Sewter. Mrs Berwick encouraged 
delegates to report back to their clubs and ask that they become more pro-active in uploading 
information themselves. 



 Mr Greengrass commented that he was disappointed that he had been unable to find Trials results- it 
was noted  that they will only appear if they are sent to the webmaster or uploaded by the organisers. 
 G Brace – commented that he found it difficult to access the calendar where it stated events by number 
and not  by title. Mr Armes agreed to look at this. Paul Nash accessed the site on his phone and said that 
it had been  changed. 
 

13. Access, Environment and Rights of Way report: 
 E Wass – nothing to report of Environment. 
 Access and Rights of Way: Mr Drane thanked Lyn Berwick for her assistance in allowing him to report 
via her at  the two Board Meetings he could not attend yearly. 
 Mr Drane reported that Essex County Council now used a contractor to deal with the Rights of Way 
programme.  It has all been quite confusing regarding winter closures. Mr Drane attended a meeting where 
the rules of 4/5  years ago were reinstated and the temporary closures rescinded with the result that all 
byeways are now open  and the temporary closures removed. The next meeting is scheduled for 5th 
December. There are two new  officers in post  including an enforcement officer and that is a step 
forward. 
 

14. ACU Benevolent Fund Report:  Mr Cross reports that only one ACU Eastern member is in receipt of 
Benevolent Funds. And commented that some fill in the forms but do not proceed after their first 
emergency payment has been made. Mr Cross points out that regular donations are not received from 
Centre Clubs. Mr Cross suggests that the Board could come up with a method of increasing support. 
Mr Hay stated that to date, the Centre had made donations totalling £1435.00 and that other Centres 
donate nothing. Mrs Berwick asked delegates to inform their Clubs of the discussion and try to 
encourage further donations. A collection was made from the delegates present: Mrs Mellish proposed 
that for this meeting, the money collected should be donated to the Essex Air Ambulance on behalf of 
Derek Clampin. (£34.00). 2nd A Hay and agreed by all present. 

 
15. Mrs Hearn advised the Board of the date and venue of the Presentation Evening. The Cedars 

Stowmarket  on Saturday 10th February 2017. The venue has been booked and the deposit paid. The 
cost of tickets this  year will be £12.50 with prize-winners plus one guest being invited. Mrs Hearn asked for 
raffle prizes. Mrs  Berwick reported that there would be a discount for anyone wishing to book a room. 

 
16.  Any Other Business: 

Mrs Hearn commented that in the new Land Facilities Document, the abbreviation ACUE had been 
used and that this is how ACU Events Ltd are portrayed. Mr Armes agreed to amend this. 
 

  
. 
 
 
 
    There being no further business, the meeting closed at 4.10pm 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON  
SUNDAY 21st JANUARY 2018 

 AT STANWAY VILLAGE HALL COMMENCING AT 
10.00am 


